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Skillnets is a state funded, enterprise-led support body dedicated to the promotion and facilitation of training and upskilling as key elements in sustaining Ireland's national competitiveness.

Skillnet support and fund networks of enterprises to engage in training under the Training Networks Programme (TNP). These networks, now referred to as 'Skillnets', are led and managed by the enterprises themselves to design, manage and deliver specific training programmes across a broad range of industry and service sectors nationwide.

Since 1999, Skillnets has facilitated over 50,000 Irish enterprises, in over 300 networks to improve the range, scope and quality of training and allowed over 240,000 employees to upskill and meet their work related training needs.

In the Training Networks Programme (TNP) 2010/11 over 60 Skillnets networks are also providing training to job-seekers, who are training with those in employment. By training with those in employment, job-seekers can access networking opportunities and keep up to date with their sector while participating in relevant industry-specific training programmes.

What is a Skillnets network?
A Skillnets network (a ‘Skillnet’) is a group of companies that come together to carry out cross-organisational training related activities which may not be possible on their own. Companies jointly address their training needs, collaborate with other enterprises, and engage experts, trainers, certifying bodies, industry bodies and others to work with them to achieve their goals.

Although the network structure is the same for all networks, there are variations of network type and there is a range of network activities.  Companies are motivated to join networks by many factors. See the section on benefits of networks for more information. 

Open Training and Education Programs
The Call Centre and Shares Services Skillnet promoted by the CCMA Association has been funded for 2010 to cover over 32 open program. Many of which are certified training programs please refer to www.ccma.ie/page.php?s=training for a full information on the Education and Training Plan for 2010. Prices quoted in open program are generally inclusive of government subsidy unless otherwise stated.

 In House Training and Education Programs

 In house Training programs can also be funded by 20 -50% . These can be programs that are either delivered by external trainers but with employees only from one company attending or alternatively the materials and certification costs of programs delivered by in house trainers can be  supported with Grant
The Call Centre and Share Service Skillnet has a  grant of €158,011 which is added to the cash mathcing  amount of another €158011 which to give a total expenditure  from April 1st 2010 to December 31st of  €316,022.

The term Cash Matching refers to the invoiced amount to the member company for the cost of training less the government grant. So for example a program is being subsidized by 40% and the cost of training is €1000 then the cash matching invoice is €600.

